



















































Sovereignty is a basic topic in the
study of constitutional law, which also
plays a crucial role as far as the
original theory, the theory of
governing institute, and human-right
theory are concerned.  Modern
constitutionalism conforms to the
principle of popular sovereignty, and
treats it equally important to the
protection of human rights.  The
Taiwan Constitution is no exception, it
stipulates, in Article II, that
“Sovereignty belongs to citizen as a
whole.”
The meaning of popular sovereignty,
however, is quite complex, which
presents itself differently and faces
different challenge under different
circumstance and in different time.
As a result, it is imperative to
understand the original meaning of
popular sovereignty and to comprehend
its historical development and current
2trend.
Taiwan is currently undergoing a
constitutional reform and the primary
issue it encounters is national
identity.  Moreover, institutional
choices and problems occurred in
practice have a close tie to popular
sovereignty.  To find a proper
solution must begin with an inquiry
into popular sovereignty.  With a view
to the importance of this topic and the
inadequacy of related research in
Taiwan, comparing to more advanced
countries, it is urgent to undertake
such a research and to catch up with
those more advanced countries.
This research project employs the
method of documentary analysis to
conduct a study based on constitutional
original theories, theoretical
development, and comparative law.  In
addition, the method of social science
is used to inquire into the dynamic
practices of popular sovereignty.  In
terms of methodology, this research
project places emphasis on the
distinctions between “deal” and
“ideology” between “constitutional
interpretation” nd “c stitutional
science.”
This project is, within one year period,
intended to accomplish the following
research tasks:
1. an inquiry into the principle of
popular sovereignty;
2. an inquiry into state and popular
sovereignty;
3. an inquiry into popular sovereignty
and democracy; and
4. an inquiry into the practices of
popular sovereignty in Taiwan.
The results appear that po ular
sovereignty is the theoretical
mainstream of modern sovereignty
thinking.  In order to realize popular
sovereignty, o e must define where the
state is situated, and allow popular
sovereignty t  take its own course by
means of employing the power of
constitution making if necessary.  In
terms of ordinary constitutional
practices, it is desired to establish
a semi-democratic system, i.e., a
system that maintains a system of
representation while introducing the
mechanism of referandam, so that people
can access to the legislative process
and the exercise of other national
powers.  This is the theoretical
mainstream of modern sovereignty
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